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the Committee. All agreed that it was desirable that the colleges
should conduct their own examinations and award their own quali-
fications, but there should be some national body to guarantee
national standards.
Such a body would be found in the National Council of Tech-
nology, which should work through an academic board. This would
not mean the formation of an external examining body. Its func-
tion would be that of approving and moderating courses of study,
suggesting standards of staffing and equipment, and selecting
external examiners to co-operate with the staffs of the colleges,
The technological qualification given by the major institutions
should be equivalent to a university first degree. When the exact
title of the qualification was discussed, disagreement became
apparent.
Some members of the Committee thought that the title should
be that of a degree which might be called the B.Tech. This would
assist in attracting students to the major colleges and would present
a parallel with the junior technical schools. The latter had become
secondary technical schools and had taken a place in the system on
an equal footing with the grammar-schools. The new technical
schools would be a source of recruitment for the technological
colleges, and it would be damped from the start if the idea got
abroad that the ultimate qualification for students who followed
this path was inferior to that given to those who proceeded to a
university. It was also suggested that the degree of Tech.D. should
be awarded for post-graduate research.
This view was not favoured by other members of the Committee.
They argued that industrialists, in engaging a man, were concerned
with the kind of training he had received rather than the exact title
of his qualification. They preferred a diploma instead of a degree.
Lord Eustace Percy did not agree with the former view and added
a Note to the Report, in which he pointed out the difficulties that
would arise if it were adopted. If the power to grant degrees were
given to technological institutions there would be no end to the
process. The same privilege would have to be offered to university
colleges, the Royal Colleges of Art and Music, and to other institu-
tions for further education. "In all civilised countries the power
to confer degrees is the distinguishing mark of a University. In this
country the power can be exercised only if it is granted by an act
of Government, and the Government has jealously restricted such
grants. Government policy has been based on the principle that a